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AMENDING THE ACT OF AUGUST 7, 1946, PROVIDING FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A MODERN, ADEQUATE, AND EFFICIENT 
HOSPITAL CENTER IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AS 
AMENDED, SO AS TO EXTEND TO JUNE 30, 1957, THE PERIOD FOR 
AUTHORIZATION FOR APPROPRIATIONS FOR CARRYING OUT 
THE PURPOSES OF THE ACT AS AMENDED ae 
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June 11 (legislative day, June 10), 1952.—Ordered to be jftinte@> 
ON 
. 
—— 
Mr. Pastore, from the Committee on the District of Epluntia,; 


submitted the following 


REPORT 


(To accompany H. R. 7496] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 7496) to amend the act of August 7, 1946, providing 
for the establishment of a modern, adequate, and efficient hospital 
center in the District of Columbia, as amended, so as to extend to 
June 30, 1957, the period for authorization for appropriations for 
carrying out the purposes of the act as amended, after full considera- 
tion, report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 

The purpose and intent of this bill is to extend the period of author- 
ization for appropriations to carry out the purpose of the act of August 
7, 1946, to establish a hospital center in the District of Columbia. 

No additional expenditure of Federal funds will be required by 
enactment of this legislation. 

The letter from Hon. Jess Larson, Administrator, General Services 
Administration, requesting and reporting on this legislation, is made 
a part of this report: 

Under Public Law 648, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved August 7, 1946, as 
amended by Public Law 221, Eighty-second Congress, approved October 25, 1951, 
the Administrator of General Services is authorized to acquire land and construct 
buildings for the establishment of a modern, adequate, and efficient hospital center 
in the District of Columbia, and to make grants to nonprofit private agencies for 
hospital construction and betterment in the District. Section 6 of the act au- 
thorizes the appropriation during the period ending June 30, 1952, of the sum of 
$35,000,000 to carry out the provisions of this legislation. Of this authorization, 


cash -——— ions totaling $2,200,000 and contract authorization of $19,500,000, 
a total of $21,700,000, have been made available. 





AMENDING THE ACT OF AUGUST 7, 1946, AS AMENDED 


It was originally proposed to locate the hospital center on the site occupied by 
the Naval Observatory. Further consideration of this location was abandoned 
due principally to the long delay that would be encountered in removing the 
observatory to a new location, Negotiations are now under way for the acquisi- 
tion of a site within the grounds of the United States Soldiers’ Home in Washing- 
ton. The current program contemplates acquisition of this site during the 1952 
fiscal year and the completion of design and award of a construction contract 
during the 1953 fiscal year. 

By Public Law 221 of the Eighty-second Congress, amending the aforesaid 
Public Law 648, the Administrator of General Services was authorized to make 
grants'to enable nonprofit private agencies to make surveys and investigations, 
and to plan, design, construct, remodel, relocate, rebuild, renovate, extend, equip, 
furnish, or repair hospital facilities in the District of Columbia, 

By reason of the delay in initiating the hospital center project, due chiefly 
to the matter of determination of the site, and in view of the additional program 
authorized in the amendatory legislation, it is recommended that favorable action 
be taken on the proposed bill to extend the period for appropriating the funds 
necessary for effectuating the objectives of Public Law 648, as amended, from 
June 30, 1952, to June 30, 1957. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this legislative proposal to the Congress for its consideration. 


The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, and was 
favorably reported by a majority vote of the Senate Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in which 
no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Pusuic Law 648, Sevenry-Ninta Coneress (60 'Srav. 803), as AMENDED BY 
Pusuic Law 221, E1igary-Seconp Coneress, AppRoOvED OctTroBER 25, 1951 


Sec. 6. For carrying out the purposes of this Act, including administrative 
expenses, there is hereby authorized to be appropriated during the period ending 
[June 30, 1952] June 30, 1957, the sum of $35,000,000 to be appropriated at 
such times and in such amounts as the Congress shall determine. 
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